


Sponsorship Statement
This activity is sponsored by The Ponce Medical School Foundation, Inc. 
and the American College of Surgeons Puerto Rico Chapter.
 
Accreditation Statement
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the 
accreditation requirements and policies of the Accreditation Council for 
Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint providership 
of the Ponce Medical School Foundation, Inc., and American College of 
Surgeons Puerto Rico Chapter. The Ponce Medical School Foundation, 
Inc is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 
Education (ACCME), Provider’s No. 0007249, to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians. The Ponce Medical School Foundation, 
Inc is accredited by the Puerto Rico Board of Licensing and Medical 
Disciplines, provider’s No. 016-DC26-JLDM. 

Credit Designation
The Ponce Medical School Foundation, Inc designate this educational 
activity for a maximum of 16.0 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians 
should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity.
 
Faculty Disclosure Policy
It is the policy of Ponce Medical School Foundation, Inc to ensure 
independence, balance, objectivity, scientific rigor and integrity in all of its 
sponsored educational activities.

All persons who are in a position to control the educational content of a 
sponsored activity are expected to disclose to the participants any relevant 
financial relationship(s) they have with the commercial supporters and/or 
providers of commercial services and/or manufacturers of any commercial 
products discussed during the educational activity. All conflicts of interest 
have been identified and resolved prior to the release of this activity.

Target Audience
This program is designed for physicians.

Need Assessment 
As time runs, especially with recent global events, is necessary a rapid 
evolution of the surgeon role in the management of patients with medical 
and surgical conditions. As part of that evolution, new technologies and 
knowledge to improve the diagnosis, management and treatment of these 
conditions and their complications are developed. As part of our mission 
as the Puerto Rico Chapter of the American College of Surgeons we are 
committed to provide education to our surgical community to maintain 
adequate competency. It’s for that reason, that this year we developed and 
ambitious and comprehensive program tailored to provide a diverse range 
of topics to fulfill our community educational needs. Through this meeting, 
our Chapter will be able to serve one of our most important missions of 
being surgical educators within our community. CM
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Objectives
At the end of the activity, the participant should be able to:

• Advocacy: Improve overall surgeon well-being developing new 
strategies that support residents and maintain a productive training 
and learning environment.

• The learners will be exposed to ideas as to how to improve our 
practices through technology-based education.

• Improved the exposure of the surgical practice through social media. 
• Understand the importance of a lifelong approach to physical, mental, 

and emotional wellness for personal and professional well-being.
• Minimally Invasive Surgery/Hernias: The learners will learn new 

techniques and strategies on laparoscopic and robotic surgeries. 
• Improve the decision-making process in the management of colorectal 

emergencies. 
• Trauma/Vascular: The learners will learn how to manage vascular 

emergencies and will get an update of endovascular options in the 
treatment of aortic arch pathologies.  

• Understand the care and treatment of Burns patient in Puerto Rico 
• Describe new concepts that change the surgical management of 

patients in urologic, ENT, breast cancer patients.
• Adapt concepts and quality measures in support of research 

advancements.
• Enhance the quality of patient care. 

Americans with Disabilities Act
The Ponce Medical School Foundation, Inc. and the Puerto Rico Chapter of 
the ACS fully comply with the legal requirements of the ADA and rules and 
regulations thereof. Please notify the Puerto Rico Chapter of the ACS if you 
have any special needs in the registration table.
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REGISTRATION
Fellows of the College and other participants 
are required to register at:

Thursday February 22, 2024
University of Puerto Rico Medical Sciences 
Campus, Jaime Benítez Amphitheater
12:00 pm to 2:00 pm  

Friday February 23 and Saturday February 
24, 2024
Embassy Suites Hotel
7:00 am to 4:00pm

REGISTRATION FEES
Members: $300
Non-Members: $550
Free of Charge: Residents, Interns and Medical 
Students with appropriate identification are cordially 
invited to attend the Scientific Session. Required 
approval letter from Director of Program (This allows 
the registrant to participate only in the scientific 
program)
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2023-2024 OFFICERS
Henri R. Ford, MD, FACS
President
Miami, FL

Beth H. Sutton, MD, FACS
President-Elect Wichita Falls, TX

E. Christopher Ellison, MD, FACS, MAMSE
Immediate Past President Powell, OH

Tyler G. Hughes, MD, FACS
First Vice-President Salina, KS

Deborah A. Kuhls, MD, FACS
Second Vice-President Las Vegas, NV

Sherry M. Wren, MD, FACS
Secretary
Palo Alto, CA

Don K. Nakayama, MD, FACS
Treasurer
Chapel Hill, NC

Lillian S. Kao, MD, FACS
Chair – Board of Governors
Houston, TX

Anthony Atala, MD, FACS
Chair - Board of Regents
Winston-Salem, NC

Patricia L. Turner, MD, MBA, FACS
Executive Director & CEO
Chicago, IL
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PUERTO RICO CHAPTER

COUNCIL

2023-2024 OFFICERS

Jorge Zequeira, MD, FACS
President

Angel Rivera Barrios, MD, FACS
President Elect

Aura Delgado Cifuentes, MD, FACS
Secretary

Kervin Arroyo, MD, FACS
Chair – Program Committee

Pedro Hernández, MD, FACS
Treasurer

Yvonne Baerga Varela, MD, FACS
Governor

Ricardo Jiménez Lee, MD, FACS 
Chair – Committee on Applicants

William Méndez Latalladi, MD, FACS – Past President 2022
José S. Reyes, MD, FACS – Past President 2021
Elizabeth Perazza, MD, FACS – Past President 2019 & 2020

Pablo Rodríguez, MD, FACS
Chairperson of Committee on Trauma

Ignacio Echenique, MD, FACS
Chairperson of Commission on Cancer Committee

Elizabeth Perazza, MD, FACS
Women Surgeon Representative

Fernando Joglar, MD, FACS
Socio-Economics Affairs Committee

Yamil Castillo Beauchamp, MD, FACS
Young Fellows Representative

Jaime Aponte, MD
Surgery Residents Representative



PUERTO RICO CHAPTER
Past Presidents
1951. Luis A. Sanjurjo, MD, FACS  †
1952. José Noya Benítez, MD, FACS †
1953. Peter Sabatelle, MD, FACS †
1954. Luis A. Passalacqua, MD, FACS †
1955. E. Blas Ferraiouli, MD, FACS †
1956. Roberto Jiménez López, MD, FACS †
1957. Esteban García Cabrera, MD, FACS †
1958. José Licha, MD, FACS †
1959. José R. González Giusti, MD, FACS †
1960. Alfred Axtmayer, MD, FACS †
1961. Eugenio M. de Hostos, MD, FACS †
1962. Luis A. Vallecillo, MD, FACS †
1963. Juan M. Bertrán, MD, FACS †
1964. Luis R. Guzmán López, MD, FACS  †
1965. Antonio Rullán, MD, FACS †
1966. Salvador Busquets, MD, FACS †
1967. Héctor M. Nadal, MD, FACS  †
1968. José A. Sárraga, MD, FACS †
1969. Ramón Isales, MD, FACS †
1970. A. S. Casanova-Díaz, MD, FACS  †
1971. Randolph J. McConnie, MD, FACS †
1972. José H. Amadeo, MD, FACS †
1973. Nathan Rifkinson, MD, FACS †
1974. Marino E. Blasini Rivera, MD, FACS
1975. Amaury Capella, MD, FACS †
1976. César Toro Freire, MD, FACS
1977. Iván M. Márquez, MD, FACS †
1978. Luis F. Sala, MD, FACS †
1979. Gumersindo Blanco, MD, FACS †
1980. Enrique Vázquez Quintana, MD, FACS
1981. Roberto Fortuño, MD, FACS †
1982. David Rodríguez Pérez, MD, FACS †
1983. Raúl Beltrán, MD, FACS †
1984. Eduardo Santiago Delpín, MD, FACS
1985. Francisco Oliveras, MD, FACS †
1986. Andrés Acosta Otero, MD, FACS
1987. Ernesto Rivé Mora, MD, FACS †
1988. Rubén del Rosario, MD, FACS
1989. Reynold López Enríquez, MD, FACS
1990. Pedro J. Borrás, MD, FACS †
1991. Juan J. Lojo, MD, FACS
1992. Brígido Berríos Pagán, MD, FACS
1993. José E. Silva, MD, FACS †
1994. Albert J. Suárez-Domínguez, MD, FACS
1995. Miguel Echenique Gaztambide, MD, FACS
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1996. Antonio Pavía Cabanillas, MD, FACS
1997. Ignacio Echenique Gaztambide, MD, FACS
1998. Edwin González Navedo, MD, FACS
1999. Emilio Pérez De León, MD, FACS
2000. José Maymí Rivera, MD, FACS
2001. Humberto Lugo Vicente, MD, FACS
2002. Gerardo Quevedo, MD, FACS
2003. Antonio Puras Báez, MD, FACS
2004. José Sorrentino, MD, FACS
2005. Carlos Calimano, MD, FACS
2006. Andrés Guerrero, MD, FACS
2007. Ricardo López Martínez, MD, FACS
2008. Norma Santiago Rivera, MD, FACS
2009. Ramón K. Sotomayor, MD, FACS
2010. Edwin A. Torres Rivera, MD, FACS
2011. Pedro Beauchamp, MD, FACS
2012. Carlos Ramírez Tánchez, MD, FACS
2013. Yvonne Baerga Varela, MD, FACS
2014. Carlos González Aquino, MD, FACS
2015. Mariluz Rivera Hernández, MD, FACS
2016. Fernando Joglar, MD, FACS
2017. Bolivar Arboleda Osorio, MD, FACS
2018. Ricardo Jiménez Lee, MD, FACS
2019. Elizabeth Perazza, MD, FACS
2020. Elizabeth Perazza, MD, FACS
2021. José S. Reyes, MD, FACS
2022. William Méndez Latalladi, MD, FACS



AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS 
PUERTO RICO CHAPTER 

PAST GOVERNORS
José Noya-Benítez, MD, FACS †
Peter Sabatelle, MD, FACS †
Luis F. Sala, MD, FACS †
Alfred Axtmayer, MD, FACS †
José H. Amadeo, MD, FACS †
Roberto Fortuño, MD, FACS †
Ernesto Rivé Mora, MD, FACS †
Reynold López Enríquez, MD, FACS
José Sorrentino, MD, FACS
Antonio Pavía Cabanillas, MD, FACS

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS 
PUERTO RICO CHAPTER

HONORARY MEMBERS
Lemuel Herrera, MD, FACS
Gerald Marks, MD, FACS
David Sabiston, MD, FACS
Frederick Greene, MD, FACS
Gerald Isenberg, MD, FACS
William Quiñones Baldrich, MD, FACS
Gregorio Sicard, MD, FACS
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GUEST SPEAKERS
Bolivar Arboleda, MD, FACS
General Surgery
Caguas, PR

Mary L. Brandt, MD, MDiv, FACS, FAAP
Pediatric Surgery
Houston, TX

Yamil Castillo Beauchamp, MD, FACS
Head and Neck Surgical Oncology
Manati, PR

Carolyn De La Cruz, MD
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery
Pittsburgh, PA

Marc De Moya, MD, FACS
Critical Care and Trauma Surgery
Milwaukee, WI

Henri R. Ford, MD, MHA, FACS
President American College of Surgeons
Miami, FL

Eric Genden, MD, MHCA, FACS
Head and Neck Surgery
New York, NY

Catherine Hendricks
Manager State Affairs
American College of Surgeons
Washington, DC

Brian Jacob, MD, FACS
Robotic & Minimally Invasive General and 
Bariatric Surgery
New York, NY

Amin Jaskille, MD
Critical Care Surgery
Aibonito, PR

Emanuele Lo Menzo, MD, PhD, FACS, 
FASMBS
Bariatric Surgery
Weston, FL

Reynold López Soler, MD, FACS
Transplant Surgery
Maywood, IL

Jorge L. Martínez Trabal, MD, FACS
Vascular Surgery
Ponce, PR

Carlos Ortíz Ortíz, MD, FACS
Minimally Invasive Robotic Surgery
Celebration, FL

Jennifer Racz, BSc, MD, MBA, FRCSC
Breast and Cutaneous Surgical Oncology
Redwood City, CA

Pramod Reddy, MD
Pediatric Urology
Cincinnati, OH

Luis Sánchez, MD, FACS
Vascular Surgery
St. Louis, MO

Marla Torres Torres, MD, FACS
Colorectal Surgery
San Juan, PR
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Emanuele Lo Menzo, MD, PhD, FACS, 
FASMBS
Bariatric Surgery
Weston, FL

Reynold López Soler, MD, FACS
Transplant Surgery
Maywood, IL

Jorge L. Martínez Trabal, MD, FACS
Vascular Surgery
Ponce, PR

Carlos Ortíz Ortíz, MD, FACS
Minimally Invasive Robotic Surgery
Celebration, FL

Jennifer Racz, BSc, MD, MBA, FRCSC
Breast and Cutaneous Surgical Oncology
Redwood City, CA

Pramod Reddy, MD
Pediatric Urology
Cincinnati, OH

Luis Sánchez, MD, FACS
Vascular Surgery
St. Louis, MO

Marla Torres Torres, MD, FACS
Colorectal Surgery
San Juan, PR

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 22, 2024

Location: Jaime Benitez Amphitheater UPR 
Medical Sciences Campus 

12:00-1:00pm  Registration 

1:00pm Welcoming Remarks 
 Kervin Arroyo Torres, MD, FACS 
 ACS Puerto Rico Chapter

Scientific Program Chair 

1:10 pm   Presidential Address
   Jorge Zequeira, MD, FACS 
   ACS Puerto Rico Chapter President
GUEST LECTURERS 

1:30 pm   Urology Grand Round
	 Moderator:	Dr.	Marcos	Pérez	Brayfield
 Surgical alternatives to continent    
              urinary reconstruction 
 Pramod Reddy, MD

2:15 pm   ENT Grand Round
 	 	 Moderator:	Dr.	Carlos	González	Aquino

 The role of allotransplantation in head and  
               neck reconstruction

 Eric Genden, MD

3:00 pm   General Surgery Grand Round
	 Moderator:	Dr.	Viviana	Negrón	
 Moral Injury in Surgery 
 Mary L. Brandt, MD 

3:45 pm   Closing Remarks 

4:00-6:00	pm	 		 Welcome	Reception



FRIDAY FEBRUARY 23, 2024  
Location: Embassy Suites Hotel, Isla Verde, Carolina 

7:00	–	8:00	am		 	 Registration	and	Continental	Breakfast	
	 	 	 at	Exhibit	Room	
8:00 - 8:15 am Welcoming Remarks 
 Kervin Arroyo Torres, MD, FACS 

ACS Puerto Rico Chapter 
Scientific Program Chair 
Reynold López, MD, FACS 
Raffucci Forum Chair 

8:15 – 8:45 am   F. L. Raffucci Memorial Lecture 
Development of a basic science program as a young 
surgeon: lessons learned, pitfalls avoided, 
and traps sprung 
Reynold Lopez Soler MD, FACS 

8:45 – 8:50 am   Introduction to the Forum
Norma Cruz MD, FACS
Raffucci Forum Moderator 

8:50 - 10:30 am   Research Presentations (6 minutes each)

8:50 – 8:56
Complications of Breast Reduction Surgery 
in Patients with a BMI ≥40
Norma I. Cruz, MD
Plastic Surgery Div, Dept of Surgery, School of Medicine, 
University of Puerto Rico, 
San Juan, PR.

8:56 – 9:02 
Frequency of Cancer Cases in the Surgical Workload 
of UPR-Affiliated Hospitals
Norma I. Cruz, MD, Elvis Santiago, MS, 
Paola López-Dones, MD
Dept of Surgery, School of Medicine, 
University of Puerto Rico, San Juan, PR.

9:02 – 9:08
In-Patient Rehabilitation of Trauma Patients in Puerto Rico
María E Barreras-Torres, BS; Ediel O Ramos-Meléndez, DrPH, MPH; 
Lourdes Guerrios, MD, MSc; Pablo Rodríguez-Ortiz, MD, FACS, FCCM, 
FACP, FCCP
Trauma Surgery Div., Dept. of Surgery, School of Medicine, University of 
Puerto Rico Medical Sciences Campus, San Juan, PR.

9:08 – 9:14
Influence of Parenteral and Early Enteral Nutrition in Distinct 
Monocyte Subpopulations and Plasma Cytokines During and After 
Sepsis in Polytraumatized Patients 
Lorivette Ortiz-Valentin, BS1,2; Yamil Gerena, PhD1,2; Diego A. 
Rodriguez-Guerrios BS, MS;1,2 Ediel O. Ramos Meléndez, MPH, 
DrPH2,3; Lourdes Guerrios Rivera, MD2,3; Pablo Rodríguez Ortiz, MD, 
FACS, FCCM, FACP, FCCP2,3 
1Dept. of Pharmacology and Toxicology, University of Puerto Rico 
Medical Sciences Campus, School of Medicine, San Juan, PR, 2Trauma 
Research Program, Dept. of Surgery, University of Puerto Rico, Medical 
Sciences Campus, San Juan, PR
3Puerto Rico Trauma Hospital, PO Box 2129, San Juan, PR.

9:14 – 9:20 
Vascular Surgery Workforce and Wellbeing Survey in Puerto Rico
Luis M. Perez-Portocarrero, MD, MS; Paola Figueroa-Solano, BS; Gabriel 
Pereira-Torrellas, MD; Jorge Martinez-Trabal, MD; Rafael Santini-
Dominguez, MD1
1Ponce Health Sciences University School of Medicine, Ponce, Puerto 
Rico; St Lukes Medical Center, Ponce, PR.

9:20 – 9:26
Bypass Surgery as a Viable Option for Chronic Limb-Threatening 
Ischemia Patients with Chronic Kidney Disease
Noash Marie Julia Rios, MD; Kristian Leonel Calderon Garcia, MD; 
Krystell Ceballos, MS2; Camilla Perez, UGS; Fabian Ramirez, MPH; 
Gabriel Pereira Torrellas, MD; Jorge Martinez Trabal, MD, FACS; Rafael 
Santini-Dominguez, MD, FACS
Noash Marie Julia Rios, MD, PGY-4; PGY-4 Saint Lukes Medical Center, 
Ponce PR, Kristian Leonel Calderon Garcia, MD, PGY-1; PGY-4 Saint 
Lukes Medical Center, Ponce PR, Krystell Ceballos Alvarez, MS2; PHSU 
Camilla Perez, UGS; Universidad de Puerto Rico Recinto Rio Piedras, 
Gabriel Pereira Torrellas; Vascular Surgeon Saint Lukes Medical Center, 
Ponce PR, Jorge Martinez Trabal; Vascular Surgeon Saint Lukes Medical 
Center, Ponce PR, Rafael Santini-Dominguez; Vascular Surgeon Saint 
Lukes Medical Center, Ponce PR.
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M9:02 – 9:08
In-Patient Rehabilitation of Trauma Patients in Puerto Rico
María E Barreras-Torres, BS; Ediel O Ramos-Meléndez, DrPH, MPH; 
Lourdes Guerrios, MD, MSc; Pablo Rodríguez-Ortiz, MD, FACS, FCCM, 
FACP, FCCP
Trauma Surgery Div., Dept. of Surgery, School of Medicine, University of 
Puerto Rico Medical Sciences Campus, San Juan, PR.

9:08 – 9:14
Influence of Parenteral and Early Enteral Nutrition in Distinct 
Monocyte Subpopulations and Plasma Cytokines During and After 
Sepsis in Polytraumatized Patients 
Lorivette Ortiz-Valentin, BS1,2; Yamil Gerena, PhD1,2; Diego A. 
Rodriguez-Guerrios BS, MS;1,2 Ediel O. Ramos Meléndez, MPH, 
DrPH2,3; Lourdes Guerrios Rivera, MD2,3; Pablo Rodríguez Ortiz, MD, 
FACS, FCCM, FACP, FCCP2,3 
1Dept. of Pharmacology and Toxicology, University of Puerto Rico 
Medical Sciences Campus, School of Medicine, San Juan, PR, 2Trauma 
Research Program, Dept. of Surgery, University of Puerto Rico, Medical 
Sciences Campus, San Juan, PR
3Puerto Rico Trauma Hospital, PO Box 2129, San Juan, PR.

9:14 – 9:20 
Vascular Surgery Workforce and Wellbeing Survey in Puerto Rico
Luis M. Perez-Portocarrero, MD, MS; Paola Figueroa-Solano, BS; Gabriel 
Pereira-Torrellas, MD; Jorge Martinez-Trabal, MD; Rafael Santini-
Dominguez, MD1
1Ponce Health Sciences University School of Medicine, Ponce, Puerto 
Rico; St Lukes Medical Center, Ponce, PR.

9:20 – 9:26
Bypass Surgery as a Viable Option for Chronic Limb-Threatening 
Ischemia Patients with Chronic Kidney Disease
Noash Marie Julia Rios, MD; Kristian Leonel Calderon Garcia, MD; 
Krystell Ceballos, MS2; Camilla Perez, UGS; Fabian Ramirez, MPH; 
Gabriel Pereira Torrellas, MD; Jorge Martinez Trabal, MD, FACS; Rafael 
Santini-Dominguez, MD, FACS
Noash Marie Julia Rios, MD, PGY-4; PGY-4 Saint Lukes Medical Center, 
Ponce PR, Kristian Leonel Calderon Garcia, MD, PGY-1; PGY-4 Saint 
Lukes Medical Center, Ponce PR, Krystell Ceballos Alvarez, MS2; PHSU 
Camilla Perez, UGS; Universidad de Puerto Rico Recinto Rio Piedras, 
Gabriel Pereira Torrellas; Vascular Surgeon Saint Lukes Medical Center, 
Ponce PR, Jorge Martinez Trabal; Vascular Surgeon Saint Lukes Medical 
Center, Ponce PR, Rafael Santini-Dominguez; Vascular Surgeon Saint 
Lukes Medical Center, Ponce PR.



9:26 – 9:32
Endovascular Revascularization Outcomes in Octo- & 
Nonagenarians with Critical Limb-Threating Ischemia 
from a Single Vascular Surgery Care Center in Puerto Rico
Authors: Ortiz-Fullana, José L. MD, MPH1; Rivé-Lockwood, 
Diego MSc2; Álvarez-Olivieri, Gisela RN, BSc3; Pagán, 
Pedro MDc; Pérez-Portocarrero, Luis MD1; Mulero-Soto, 
Patricia MD1; Soler, Carolina MDc3; Perez, Johniel MDc3, 
Valentin, Mario MDc3 Martinez-Trabal, Jorge L. MD, FACS, 
RPVI1; Santini-Dominguez, Rafael MD, FACS, RPVI1; Pereira-
Torrellas, Gabriel MD1
1St. Luke’s Memorial Hospital Ponce PR; Dept. of Vascular 
Surgery, 2Universidad Central del Caribe Bayamon PR; 
School of Medicine, 3Ponce Health Sciences University; 
School of Medicine.

9:32 – 9:38
Epidemiological and Clinical Characteristics of 
Craniomaxillofacial Traumas in Puerto Rico
Raúl Y. Ramos-Sánchez1, Elvis Santiago-Rodríguez1, Hermes 
Aponte1, Claudia Sotomayor1, Arnaldo Figueroa1, Francisco 
Del Valle1, José López-Fontanet1, Francisco Biaggi1, Daniela 
Bresciani1, Carlos Viera1, Julián Zayas-Vélez1, Gabriela 
Pomales-Díaz1, Guillermo López1, David Pérez2, Jan Ruiz-
Núñez3, Miciely Aponte-Reyes1, Ángel Rivera-Barrios1. 
1Dept. of Surgery, University of Puerto Rico Med School, San 
Juan, PR, 2San Juan Bautista School of Medicine, Caguas, 
PR, 3Ponce Health Sciences University, Ponce, PR.

9:38 – 9:44 
Underrepresentation of Hispanic Ethnicity and Asian Race 
Among Database Studies on Primary Liver Tumors and 
Gastric Cancers Respectively
Marcel Grau Rodríquez, BS1, Patrick L. Quinn, MD2, Kunika 
Chahal, MPH3, Shah Saiyed, BS2, Goutam Gutta, BS2, 
Connor Hannon, MHI2, Angela Sarna, BS2, Alex Kim, MD, 
PhD2, Mary Dillhoff, MD2, Jordan M. Cloyd, MD2, Timothy 
M. Pawlik, MD, MPH, PhD2, Aslam Ejaz, MD, MPH2
1Universidad Central del Caribe School of Medicine, 
Bayamón, PR, 2The Ohio State 2-University Wexner Medical 
Center, Columbus, Ohio, 3SUNY Downstate College of 
Medicine, Brooklyn, NY.

9:44 – 9:50
The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Colorectal Patients: A 
Comparative Analysis 
Alexandra C. Schoene-Ruiz MD; Amanda Z Juliá-Ríos, MD; Gabriel 
Dieppa-Barnes, MD; Juan Medina-Morell MD; Victor Rodriguez-
Rapale MD, ABCRS. Alexandra C. Schoene-Ruiz MD, PGY4; PGY-4 
Saint Luke’s Episcopal Med Center, Ponce PR, Amanda Z Juliá-Ríos, 
MD; UAG, Gabriel Dieppa-Barnes, MD PGY-5; PGY-5 Saint Luke’s 
Episcopal Medical Center, Ponce PR, Juan Medina-Morell MD PGY-
2; PGY-2 Saint Luke’s Episcopal Medical Center, Ponce PR, Victor 
Rodriguez-Rapale; Colorectal Surgeon Ashford Medical Center, San 
Juan PR.

9:50 – 9:56
Unveiling Disparities: Head and Neck Cancer Presentation and 
Healthcare Access in Puerto Rico
Andrés Gorbea, BS, Giovanny Perez, MD, Shayanne Lajud, MD
School of Medicine, Universidad Central del Caribe and Otolaryngology 
Section, School of Medicine, University of Puerto Rico, San Juan, PR.

9:56 – 10:02
Factors Associated with Return to Sports in Patients Undergoing 
ACL Surgery: A 20-Year Analysis at a Tertiary-Care Children’s 
Hospital
Rafael A. García Andújar, Nazgol Tavabi, James A. Pruneski, Harsev 
Singh, Mininder S. Kocher, Benton E. Heyworth, Ata M. Kiapour
Dept. of Orthopaedic Surgery, Boston Children’s Hospital, Harvard 
Medical School, Boston, MA.
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9:44 – 9:50
The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Colorectal Patients: A 
Comparative Analysis 
Alexandra C. Schoene-Ruiz MD; Amanda Z Juliá-Ríos, MD; Gabriel 
Dieppa-Barnes, MD; Juan Medina-Morell MD; Victor Rodriguez-
Rapale MD, ABCRS. Alexandra C. Schoene-Ruiz MD, PGY4; PGY-4 
Saint Luke’s Episcopal Med Center, Ponce PR, Amanda Z Juliá-Ríos, 
MD; UAG, Gabriel Dieppa-Barnes, MD PGY-5; PGY-5 Saint Luke’s 
Episcopal Medical Center, Ponce PR, Juan Medina-Morell MD PGY-
2; PGY-2 Saint Luke’s Episcopal Medical Center, Ponce PR, Victor 
Rodriguez-Rapale; Colorectal Surgeon Ashford Medical Center, San 
Juan PR.

9:50 – 9:56
Unveiling Disparities: Head and Neck Cancer Presentation and 
Healthcare Access in Puerto Rico
Andrés Gorbea, BS, Giovanny Perez, MD, Shayanne Lajud, MD
School of Medicine, Universidad Central del Caribe and Otolaryngology 
Section, School of Medicine, University of Puerto Rico, San Juan, PR.

9:56 – 10:02
Factors Associated with Return to Sports in Patients Undergoing 
ACL Surgery: A 20-Year Analysis at a Tertiary-Care Children’s 
Hospital
Rafael A. García Andújar, Nazgol Tavabi, James A. Pruneski, Harsev 
Singh, Mininder S. Kocher, Benton E. Heyworth, Ata M. Kiapour
Dept. of Orthopaedic Surgery, Boston Children’s Hospital, Harvard 
Medical School, Boston, MA.
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10:15 -10:30 am  Awards to the best presentations & Closing remarks

10:30	am		 Coffee	Break	and	Exhibit	Viewing
 

SESSION 1 EDUCATION / LEADERSHIP 
Moderators:	Dr.	Yvonne	Baerga	&	Dr.	Antonio	Pavía

11:00 am Educating the Next Generation of Physicians and   
  Surgeons: A New Paradigm

Henri R. Ford, MD
ACS President

11:25 am ACS Advocacy
  Catherine Hendricks
11:50 am  Is it Time to Quit Operating ... or is it Ageism?

Mary L. Brandt, MD 
12:10 pm Social Media and Surgical Hernia Education

Brian Jacob, MD 
12:35 pm The use of video review for trauma performance   
  improvement 

Marc De Moya, MD 

1:00	pm		 Lunch	

SESSION 2 UROLOGY AND RENAL TRANSPLANT
Moderator:	Dr.	Elizabeth	Perazza	

2:00 pm Lessons in Teamwork and Politics: Starting a New 
Renal Transplant Program at the Hines VA Medical 
Center Reynold Lopez Soler, MD

2:25 pm  Contemporary management of Neurogenic bladder
Pramod Reddy, MD

2:50 pm  Evolution in the Surgical Practice 
Jorge Luis Martinez Trabal, MD 

3:15	pm		 Coffee	Break	and	Exhibit	Viewing

SESSION 3 GENERAL SURGERY
Moderator:	Dr.	Juan	C.	López	de	Victoria

3:45 pm  Workup and management of chronic groin pain 
Brian Jacob, MD 
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4:15 pm  Fluorescence guided surgery applications 
  in general surgery

Emanuele Lo Menzo, MD 
4:50 pm  Advances in Robotic Surgery 

Carlos Ortiz, MD

5:30-7:00	 Meet	&	Greet	Reception	at	the	Exhibit	Area	

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 24, 2024 
Location: Embassy Suites Hotel, Isla Verde, Carolina 

7:00-8:00 Registration and Continental Breakfast
Past President Breakfast 

8:30 am Interesting Cases Session Resident & Student 
Presentations
Moderator: Jorge Zequeira, MD, FACS 

CASES

1. Castleman’s Disease - A rare disease presenting 
as a pancreatic mass with associated splenic 
infarct
Madeline Forouhi

2. Centrally Thrombosed Renal Angiomyolipoma: A 
COVID-Induced Pathology? 

 Adrian A. Naoun
3. Granulomatous Mastitis: A Reconstructive 

Approach 
 Juan C. Bonilla Robles
4. Whispers in the Windpipe: Tracheal Lipomas and 

the Symphony of Stridor 
 Giovanny Pérez Ortiz, MD
5. Recurrent pancreatitis from hepatic artery 

aneurysm communicating with a pancreatic cyst 
 Madeline Forouhi
6. A Case Report of a 17cm Retropharyngeal Well-

Differentiated Liposarcoma with Bilateral Neck 
Extension 

 Ana L. Melero Pardo



7. Complete glottic erosion from 
prolonged intubation 

 Clariliz Munet-Colón, MD
8. The Subacromial Balloon Spacer 

in irreparable Rotator Cuff Tear 
Management: A Case Report 

 Gerardo Rodriguez Matias
9. Acute gangrenous appendicitis 

complicated by postoperative 
refractory hypoxic respiratory failure 
requiring venovenous extracorporeal 
membrane oxygenation

 Daniel Alligood, MD
10. Severe ulcerative laryngitis from 

chronic cough
 Clariliz Munet-Colón, MD
11. Rare case of image-guided excision of 

a retained foreign body in the breast 
post-motor vehicle collision 

 Daniela Bresciani
12. Splenic rupture following prone lateral 

discectomy and arthrodesis: a case 
report

 Alexandra Echevarria
13. Acute transient sialadenitis after a 

laparoscopic cholecystectomy 
 Ana L. Melero Pardo

10:00	am	 Coffee	Break	and	Exhibit	Viewing	

10:20 am ACS PR Chapter 
Lifetime Achievement Award
Marino Blasini Rivera, MD FACS
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SESSION 4 BREAST CANCER
Moderator:	Dr.	Viviana	Negrón

10:30 am Intraoperative Radiotherapy 
  for breast cancer

Bolívar Arboleda, MD 
11:00 am  Insights for treatment decision making with the Oncotype 

DX Breast Recurrence Score® test and the RSClin® 
Educational Tool 

 Jennifer Racz, MD 
11:30 am  Social Factors Influencing High-Risk Patients in Choosing to 

Undergo Prophylactic Mastectomy 
 Carolyn De La Cruz, MD

SESSION 5 COLORECTAL
	 	 Moderator:	Dr.	José	S.	Reyes

12:00 pm Laparoscopic Lavage, Stoma, or Primary Anastomosis for 
Diffuse Peritonitis from Diverticulitis?  

 Marla Torres Torres, MD 

12:30	pm	 Satellite	Symposium	followed	by	Lunch
Non-CME	Activity

 LECTURE: 
A	Treatment	Option	for	Patients	With	Certain	Types	
of	Triple-Negative	Breast	Cancer	(TNBC)

	 SPEAKER: 
 José Lozada Costas, MD  
 Sponsored by Merck

SESSION 6 VASCULAR / TRAUMA 
Moderator:	Dr.	Fernando	Joglar	

1:30 pm  Management of aortovisceral occlusive Disease 
Luis Sánchez, MD

2:00 pm  Updates and controversies in Management 
  of Traumatic Hemothoraces 

Marc De Moya, MD 
2:30pm The Increasing Role of Endovascular devices for the 

management of aortic arc pathologies 
 Luis Sánchez, MD

3:00	pm		 Coffee	Break	and	Exhibit	Viewing	
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SESSION 7 PLASTIC SURGERY  
Moderator:	Dr.	Ricardo	Jiménez	Lee

3:30  Lymphatic Surgery for treatment of Lymphedema 
Carolyn De La Cruz, MD

SESSION 8 BURNED PATIENTS 
Moderator:	Dr.	Angel	Rivera	Barrios

4:00 pm Surgical Care for Burns patient in PR, primary 
evaluation and when to transfer? 
Amin Jaskille, MD

SESSION 9 SURGICAL ONCOLOGY
	 Moderator:	Dr.	Pedro	Hernández

4:30 pm The line between curative surgery and functional 
unresectability: the different factors which may 
impact surgical decision-making in head and neck 
surgery
Yamil Catillo Beauchamp, MD 

5:00 pm  Business Meeting
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3RD ACS PUERTO RICO CHAPTER
MEDICAL STUDENTS PROGRAM
February 22, 23 & 24, 2024
University of Puerto Rico School of Medicine

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 22, 2024

Location: Jaime Benitez Amphitheater UPR Medical Sciences Campus 

12:00-1:00pm  Registration 

1:00pm Welcoming Remarks 
 Kervin Arroyo Torres, MD, FACS 
 ACS Puerto Rico Chapter

Scientific Program Chair 
1:10 pm   Presidential Address

Jorge Zequeira, MD, FACS 
ACS Puerto Rico Chapter President

GUEST LECTURERS 

1:30 pm   Urology Grand Round
	 Moderator:	Dr.	Marcos	Pérez	Brayfield
 Surgical alternatives to continent urinary    
 reconstruction 
 Pramod Reddy, MD
  

2:15 pm   ENT Grand Round
 	 	 Moderator:	Dr.	Carlos	González	Aquino

 The role of allotransplantation 
 in head and neck reconstruction
 Eric Genden, MD

3:00 pm   General Surgery Grand Round
	 Moderator:	Dr.	Viviana	Negrón	Moral Injury 
 in Surgery 
 Mary L. Brandt, MD, MDiv 

3:45 pm   Closing Remarks 
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M FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2024

Location: University of Puerto Rico - Medical Sciences Campus
1st Floor Amphitheater, B-103

8:00 AM Welcoming Remarks
Moderator - Dr. Jaime Aponte
Chair – ACS PR Chapter Ad Hoc Committee for   

 Medical Student and Resident Affairs
8:20 AM Surgical Residency Specialty Presentations

Dr. Viviana Negrón – General Surgery Residency   
 Program Director

Dr. Marcos Péerez-Brayfield – Urology Residency   
 Program Director

Dr. Carlos González-Aquino – Otolaryngology   
 Head & Neck Surgery Residency Program Director

Dr. Keimari Méndez – Obstetrics & Gynecology   
 Residency Program Director

Dr. Antonio Otero – Orthopaedic Surgery    
 Residency Program Director

Dr. Samuel Estronza – Neurosurgery Residency
10:00 AM Q&A Surgical Residency Program Directors
10:30 AM Break
10:45 AM What makes a medical student standout 
  in sub-internship rotations?

Dr. Jaime Aponte
Chair – ACS PR Chapter Ad Hoc Committee for   

 Medical Student and Resident Affairs
11:05 AM Chief Residents Panel – Q&A

11:30 AM LUNCH

  Navigating Residency Application Session
Moderator – Dr. José Sorrentino
Past ACS PR Chapter Governor and UPR 
Surgery Clerkship Director

12:30 PM Interview Resources for Surgical Residency   
  Applicants

Dr. Yailis Medina
Associate Professor, UPR School of Medicine,   

 Interim Director Curriculum Office
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M 1:10 PM Smart Match
Dr. Hilton Franqui
Associate Professor, UPR School of Medicine, 
Past Dean of Academic Affairs

1:50 PM Optimizing your opportunities with an engaging  
  personal statement and thorough CV

Dr. Joalex Antongiorgi
Past Associate Dean of Student Affairs – 
UPR School of Medicine

2:30 PM Utilizing your network: The Power of Mentorship  
  PRE-RECORDED

Dr. Gezzer Ortega, MD
Assistant Professor, Brigham and Women’s Hospital, 
Co-Founder Latino Surgical Society

3:10PM  Closing Remarks

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2024

Location: University of Puerto Rico – Medical Sciences Campus
10th Floor Surgical Simulation Center

8:50 AM Welcoming Remarks 
Facilitator - Dr. Adel Gonzalez
Assistant Professor – General Surgery – 
UPR School of Medicine

9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
  Group A Surgical Skills Workshop
  Laparoscopy Station – PEG transfer
  Laparoscopy Station – Precision cutting
  Laparoscopy Station – Rubber band placement
  Suturing Lab
  Knot tying Lab

1:00 – 4:00 PM 
  Facilitator - Dr. Karla Ruiz

Assistant Professor – Colorectal Surgery – 
UPR School of Medicine

  Group B Surgical Skills Workshop
  Laparoscopy Station – PEG transfer
  Laparoscopy Station – Precision cutting
  Laparoscopy Station – Rubber band placement
  Tissue suturing Lab
  Knot tying Lab



ADMINISTRATIVE PROGRAM
Saturday February 24, 2024

7:00 – 8:00 am
 Past Presidents Breakfast

5:00 pm
 ACS Puerto Rico Chapter Business Meeting
 Embassy Suites Ballroom

SOCIAL PROGRAM
Friday February 23, 2024

5:30 – 7:00 pm
 Meet & Greet Reception at the Exhibit Area
 Embassy Suites Ballroom Foyer
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We wish to express special thanks to the following 
companies for their generous contribution toward the 
success of our 73rd Scientific Meeting.

PLATINUM
MERCK

GOLD
Bard
Medtronic
Menonita Health System
Olympus

SILVER
Johnson & Johnson / Ethicon
Quest




